Boston Globe 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 


T 


ii 
HH 
WHH? 


ited 
l; hij 


— 
ie 
£ 


~ Po 
-A 


t 


whl 


A STATE OF EMERGENCY 
BOSTON OFFICER SUCCUMBS TO VIRUS B3 


2020 


GUN INTEREST SPIKES B1 


ERIN CLARK/GLOBE STAFF 


Dr. Ali Raja, executive vice chair at Massachusetts General Hospital’s emergency department, has already had his own health scare. 


DISPATCHES FROM 


The race to save patients is both a sprint and a marathon. 
Three workers in the middle of it talk of their trials and hopes. 


Jammed ICUs, patients on the brink, im- 
possible decisions. Inside the region’s hospi- 
tals, health care workers are besieged. Every 
shift can be more overwhelming than the last. 
And it keeps getting worse. The Globe has en- 
listed three medical workers to tell their sto- 
ries in their own words. You'll meet a top 
emergency room doctor at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, a young critical care nurse 
at Tufts Medical Center, and a respiratory 
therapist at Newton-Wellesley Hospital. All 
have opened up to Globe reporters about their 


‘Before the outbreak, 
we would intubate two, 
maybe three patients 
on any given day, so 
this is insane.’ 

DR. ALI RAJA, Mass. General 


dispatches. 


patients and their experiences, offering a 


After 56 years of marriage, couple are 
robbed of precious moments together 


By Hanna Krueger 
GLOBE STAFF 
When he was 10, Chuck Lowell 
was determined to attend Boy 
Scouts summer camp. But the two- 
week sleep-away adventure in 1952 
cost $12, money his family didn’t 
have. So he took up work at a dairy 
farm nearby in his hometown of 


Hardwick, where 350 Guernseys 
needed milking and their milk 
needed bottling. 

He saved his earnings and went 
to camp, realizing his dream. But 
by then, he had set his sights on an- 
other dream that would define the 
course of his life. 

One day that summer, he re- 


turned home and told his mom he 
was going to marry the dairy farm- 
er’s daughter. 

He would realize that dream, 
too, marrying Alice Goodfield on a 
Saturday afternoon in the summer 
of 1963. They have been together 
ever since, a shared life blessed by 
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Essential, but on their own 


Gig workers struggle as they face exposure with scant protection 
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In Falmouth, Instacart shopper Loralyn Geggatt put 
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bags into her trunk after picking up a customer’s order. 


By Katie Johnston 
GLOBE STAFF 


Derek Henderson spends 11 hours a day, 
five or six days a week, picking up groceries 
and takeout orders and delivering them to 
people hunkered down at home as they try to 
avoid being infected by the highly contagious 
coronavirus. 

Henderson, 46, doesn’t have that luxury. 
He needs to make a living. And like other gig 
workers still on the job, he works for platforms 
— Instacart, DoorDash, and Grubhub — that 
don’t provide basic employee benefits. Protec- 
tive equipment was scarce early on, though 
gig companies have started providing workers 
with hand sanitizer, gloves, and face masks. 
But the workers still face great risk. 

For Henderson, of North Reading, gig work 
is a family affair. He shops with his 19-year-old 
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glimpse of their hospital units as the crisis un- 
folds. Below are excerpts from their ongoing 


Bianca Dintino, April 1, an ICU nurse who 
volunteered to treat coronavirus patients: ‘I 
immediately said yes.’ 

Dintino, 26, is in Tufts Medical Center’s 
coronavirus intensive care unit. This is her 
account of her April 1 shift, as told to Globe re- 
porter Naomi Martin. 

The patient is unconscious — has been for 
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Bacow, wife 
bolster bid 


by scientists 


By Jonathan Saltzman 
GLOBE STAFF 

They have no idea how they 
caught it. Sequestered for near- 
ly two weeks in Elmwood, the 
official house of Harvard Uni- 
versity presidents, Lawrence S. 
Bacow and his wife, Adele Fleet 
Bacow, thought they had dis- 
tanced themselves from the 
coronavirus. 

But despite their precau- 
tions, on March 24 the Bacows, 
both 68, were diagnosed with 
COVID-19. On Tuesday, feeling 
better — and grateful that they 
had fought off the illness that 
has killed at least 124,000 peo- 
ple worldwide — the couple do- 
nated blood at Massachusetts 
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Trump, 
governors 
parry over 
authority 


President halts funding of 
WHO as tensions simmer 


By Aaron Blake 
WASHINGTON POST 

President Trump’s inaccurate assertion that 
he has “total” authority to reopen a nation shut- 
tered by the coronavirus ignited a fresh challenge 
Tuesday from governors scrambling to manage 
their states, as the toll of death and severe illness 
continued to climb around the world. 


The presi- . 
dent’s claim, Cases in Mass. 
first conveyed 5 5,000 
in a tweet 
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morning and 
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ata White 0000 
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media posts, 
caught some 
of his aides off 
guard and 
was dis- 


Deaths in Mass. 
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Trump said 
he would halt funding to the World Health Orga- 
nization while a review was conducted. He has 
criticized the organization for its slow response 
in the early days of the outbreak, but by Jan. 30, 
the organization had declared a global health 
emergency, after which the president continued 
to play down the outbreak and compared it with 
seasonal flu. 
The president is also apparently seeking to 
put his imprint, quite literally, on a matter that 
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Higher pay for 
nursing home 
workers OK’d 


Move aimed at shoring up 
staff at facilities under siege 


By Laura Krantz 
GLOBE STAFF 

After pressure from desperately understaffed 
nursing homes, state officials on Tuesday said 
they will soon grant the facilities permission to 
boost some workers’ pay by 25 percent amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

As the virus rips through the state, the jobs of 
nursing home staff have become newly hazard- 
ous. The virus has infected not only elderly resi- 
dents but also workers, in one case killing a 
nurse. As workers go out sick or stay home due to 
fear, facilities have struggled to retain staff, espe- 
cially nursing aides, some of whom earn barely 
more than minimum wage. 

The decision to increase pay came as the virus 
continued its deadly sweep across Massachusetts. 
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Bernie Rubin has died. 
Mr. Rubin (right) and his 
wife, Phyl, became 
known throughout New 
England for their folksy 
commercials for their 
Bernie and Phyl’s home 
furnishings chain. B1. 


Now that shopping for 
food has become some- 
thing more than an er- 
rand, might we more ap- 
preciate our meals? G1. 
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Splash over 


Wednesday: Rain ends early. 
High 49-54, low 33-38. 


Thursday: Breezy, chilly. 
High 46-51, low 31-36. 


Comics and weather, G6-7. 
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